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Policy Context

* Canadian Registered Nurse Examination
(CRNE) discontinued by CCRNR effective
January 2015

* NCLEX- RN adopted as licensing exam for
Canadian nurses in 2015



Study Aims

= Explore experiences of the first graduate
student nurses to write the NCLEX-RN in
Canada in 2015;

» Determine whether their were issues with
exam implementation and address
1nconsistencies



Method

= Qualitative design

= Semi-structured interviews with graduates (from
July to October 2015)

= Snowball sampling approach =»
CNSA student website

= Thematic analysis of interview data



Sample

®» Graduate nurses =202
= Passed = 109 (54%)
= Did not pass = 93 (46%)

= Francophone students =31
= Provinces students studied in =9

= Schools students studied in = 28



Results

= Graduate nurses =202
= Passed = 109 (54%)
= Did not pass = 93 (46%)

= Francophone students =31

= Provinces students studied in =9

= Schools students studied in = 28



Results

= Communication with regulators;

= Financial costs to students;

= Reputational costs to profession



Conclusions

= Original stakeholder concerns echo student
concerns:

= Inconsistent messaging on French and on content;
= Number of re-writes for US /Canada;

= Perception of American content on exam;

= Quality of French translation;

= Lack of strategy for communication (bet
regulators and stakeholders)
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- i Objectives: To explore the experiences of Canadian graduate student nurses who were the first to write the NCLEX
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examination for entry to practice in Canada, determine whether any issues with implementation were identified
and how these could be addressed.

Keywords:

NCLEX-RN Design: A qualitative study.

Canada Methods: Thematic analysis of semi-structured interview data obtained through interviews with 202 graduate
Nursing Canadian nursing students was the methodology employed in this study.

Nurses Results: The predominant theme that emerged from the interview data was policy related issues that students
Entry-to-practice identified with preparing for and taking the NCLEX. Sub-themes included: a) temporary test Ccentre Concerns,
STuﬂL‘_ﬂB ) b} perceptions of American context and content on the exam, ¢ lack of French language resources and translation
Examination issues, d) the limited number of opportunities to write the exam, ) communication and engagement with

Qualitative research regulators, ) financial costs incurred and g) reputational costs for the Canadian nursing profession.

Conclusions: The experiences of study participants with NCLEX implementation in Canada were less than positive.
This is of critical importance given the pass rates for first-time NMCLEX writers in Canada were reported as 69.7%,
substantially lower than pass rates on the previous Canadian entry-to-practice exar.
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